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MEMORANDUM 
January 29, 2020 

TO: Mayor John P. Kahl and Members of the City Council 

FROM:  Scott A. Brunton and Nancy L. Rabel, City Attorney’s Office 

SUBJECT: Ordinance Amending Truancy Provisions of City Code 

DISCUSSION: 

At the request of the Officials at East Peoria Community High School, the truancy 
provisions of the City Code have been reviewed and updated in accordance with recent 
changes to the Illinois School Code regarding compulsory attendance at school.  Under 
these changes to the Illinois School Code, the compulsory age for school attendance 
was extended to those children age 6 years old (previously it was 7 years old). 
Additionally, these changes to the School Code made attendance compulsory for 
students under age 6 and over age 17 who are enrolled in school. 

Thus, this Ordinance amends the City Code provisions that address student truancy 
and parental oversight of school students who allow or permit a student to be truant in a 
manner that is consistent with the current provisions of the Illinois School Code.. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval of this Ordinance. 



 
 

  
 

    
   

 
 

   
    

 
  

 
   
 

   
 

 
 

   
  

    
     

     
 

 
   

    
     

   
 

 
    

  
 

     
   
  

    
 

     
   

   
  

     

ORDINANCE NO. 4482 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 10, CHAPTER 1 OF THE EAST PEORIA 
CITY CODE PERTAINING TO TRUANCY AND EXCESSIVE ABSENTEEISM 

WHEREAS, the City of East Peoria (the “City”) is an Illinois municipal 
corporation in accordance with the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; and 

WHEREAS, the City requires persons under the age of eighteen (18) who 
are enrolled in a public, private or parochial school within the City limits to attend 
school unless they have a valid reason for not attending; and 

WHEREAS, since the 2014-2015 school year, the Illinois School Code has 
mandated compulsory attendance at school for children between the ages of 6 and 
17 years old; and 

WHEREAS, since the 2014-2015 school year, the Illinois School Code has 
also required any person having custody or control of a child who is not of 
compulsory school age, but is below the age of 6 years or is 17 years of age or 
above and who is enrolled in any of the grades kindergarten through 12 in a public 
school to cause that child to attend school unless the child has a valid reason for 
not attending; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to amend the City Code to also address the 
attendance of pupils who are not of compulsory school age, but are enrolled in a 
public, private or parochial school within the corporate limits of the City, to be 
compelled to attend school unless they have a valid excuse, thereby complying 
with the Illinois School Code; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST PEORIA, 
TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, THAT: 

Section 1.  Title 10, Chapter 1, Section 4.18 of the East Peoria City Code 
is hereby amended to read as follows (additions are indicated by underline; 
deletions by strikeout): 

10-1-4.18. Truancy and excessive absenteeism prohibited. 

(a) Truancy. It shall be unlawful for any person under the 
age of eighteen (18) years(i) between the ages of 6 and 17 years 
old, or (ii) under the age of 21 enrolled in any of grades kindergarten 
through 12th grade, in a public, private or parochial school within 
the corporate limits of the city, to absent himself or herself from 



 
 

   
     

      
     

   
  

     
    

  
  

 
      

  
  

   
  

   
  

 
     

  
   

 
   

   
   

   
 

 
      

     
 

     
 

  
 

 
     

   
  

 
  
 

 

attendance at school without valid cause. Any person who should 
so absent himself or herself shall be guilty of the offense of truancy. 

(b) Excessive absenteeism. It shall be unlawful for any 
person under the age of eighteen (18) years enrolled in any of 
grades kindergarten through 12th grade, in a public, private or 
parochial school within the corporate limits of the city, to absent 
himself or herself from attendance at school for five (5) or more 
student attendance days during any one (1) school year, unless 
such absenteeism is for valid cause and has been approved by his 
or her school district. 

(c) Emergency conditions. Emergency or unforeseen 
absence due to illness or other causes beyond the control of the 
person so absenting himself or herself shall not constitute 
truancy or excessive absenteeism if a valid cause has been 
obtained from the parent or person in loco parentis and such valid 
cause is submitted in writing to the proper school authorities within 
twenty-four (24) hours after such absence. 

(d) Valid cause. A valid cause for absence is an illness that 
would temporarily impair or interfere with a student's learning ability, 
observance of a religious holiday, death in the immediate family, 
family emergency or such other circumstances which cause 
reasonable concern to the parent, guardian or custodian for the 
safety or health of the student. Valid cause shall not include 
babysitting, employment activities (unless specifically sanctioned 
by the student's school district) or any other reason that does not 
temporarily impair or interfere with a student's learning ability. 

(e) Penalty. Any person found guilty of truancy or excessive 
absenteeism under this section shall be fined not less than one 
hundred dollars ($100.00), nor more than seven hundred fifty 
dollars ($750.00). Any person found guilty of truancy or excessive 
absenteeism more than three (3) times in any school year shall be 
fined not less than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each 
subsequent offense. 

Section 2.  Title 10, Chapter 1, Section 4.19 of the East Peoria City Code 
is hereby amended to read as follows (additions are indicated by underline; 
deletions by strikeout): 

10-1-4.19. Parental allowance of truancy or excessive absenteeism
prohibited. 
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(a) It shall be unlawful for a parent or a person in loco parentis to 
knowingly permit any person under the age of eighteen (18) years (i) 
between the ages of 6 and 17 years old, or (ii) under the age of 21 to 
commit an act of truancy or excessive absenteeism as defined in section 
10-1-4.18. This Section 10-1-4.19(a) shall not apply to a parent or person 
in loco parentis of a student if the student is legally emancipated from the 
parent or person in loco parentis. 

(b)  A parent or person in loco parentis shall be considered to have 
knowingly permitted any person minor under section 10-1-4.18 to commit 
an act of truancy as defined in said section when the parent or person in 
loco parentis knows that said minor person absents himself or herself 
from attendance at school without valid cause and the parent or person 
in loco parentis fails to act to insure that the minor person attends the 
school in which he or she is enrolled. 

(c)  A parent or person in loco parentis shall be considered to have 
knowingly permitted a person under the age of eighteen (18) years to 
commit the offense of excessive absenteeism as defined above when the 
parent or person in loco parentis provides a written or oral excuse for the 
minor person's nonattendance which is false or does not amount to valid 
cause. 

(d)  A parent or person in loco parentis found guilty under this 
section shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00), nor 
more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.000). A parent or person in 
loco parentis found guilty under this section more than three (3) times in 
any one (1) school year shall be fined not less than three hundred dollars 
($300.00) for each subsequent offense. 

Section 3.  This Ordinance is hereby ordered to be published in pamphlet 
form by the City Clerk and said Clerk is ordered to keep at least three (3) copies 
hereof available for public inspection in the future and in accordance with the 
Illinois Municipal Code. 

Section 4. This Ordinance is in addition to all other ordinances on the 
subject and shall be construed therewith except as to that part in direct conflict with 
any other ordinance, and in the event of such conflict, the provisions hereof shall 
govern. 

Section 5.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval, and ten (10) day period of publication in the manner provided 
by law. 
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PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST PEORIA, 
TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN REGULAR AND PUBLIC SESSION THIS 
_____ DAY OF __________________, 2020. 

APPROVED: 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

City Clerk 

EXAMINED AND APPROVED: 

Corporation Counsel 
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