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Festival of Lights Parade
Nov. 16, 2019

FOLEPI’s Winter Wonderland
Nov. 23 - Dec. 31, 2019
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PROUDLY BUILDING 
DOZERS IN EAST PEORIA
FOR OVER 100 YEARS
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     On behalf of the 
City of East Peoria, 
we welcome you to 
this year’s Festival 
of Lights. Thanks to 
the efforts of many 
volunteers, the 
Festival of Lights 
will be the best 
ever! The Festival of 

Lights includes sever-
al events in which you 

are invited to participate: 
the Festival of Lights Parade, 

Winter Wonderland, and FOLEPI’s Gifts Galore Shop & Stroll! 
We invite you to shop in the numerous stores we have to offer 
and dine in our variety of restaurants. Thank you for visiting and 
welcome to the 35th Annual Festival of Lights!

East Peoria City Council

	 Welcome to the 35th 
Anniversary of the Festival 
of Lights in East Peoria.
	 I am confident you 
will enjoy this year’s 
parade as well as the 
many attractions the 
Festival of Lights has to 
offer. FOLEPI would not 
be possible without the 

dedication of all the volunteers who put in 
hundreds of hours to assure the floats are illumi-
nated from the time the parade begins to the end 
of the festival.
     To all of you, residents or visitors, enjoy the festival, and 
thank you for being a part of our celebration! 

Doug McCarty
Chairman, Festival of Lights

	 East Peoria’s Festival of Lights Parade and Folepi’s Winter Wonderland have transformed over the years 
into a staple holiday celebration for members not only of our community, but for visitors from far and wide.   
These timeless traditions are built on a foundation of volunteerism, legacy, outstanding leadership and unparal-
leled community involvement and support. On behalf of the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce, I welcome you 
to the joy that is the Festival of Lights Parade and Folepi’s Winter Wonderland!
 	 While you’re here, don’t forget to explore all East Peoria has to offer. With recent efforts to further the 
city’s building and beautification efforts, there is something here to please every crowd! Stop by one of our 
many restaurants for a delicious meal or pop in to our many stores and make a dent in your holiday shopping. 
If you are visiting the area, we hope you’ve found the perfect accommodations among the many rooms, suites 
and amenities our hotels have to offer.
 	 On behalf of the staff, volunteers, members and businesses of the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce, 
we wish you our warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year! To find 
out more information on the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce and its members, visit www.epcc.org. 

FOLEPI Welcomes You! 
     “Folepi” (pronounced F0-LEE-PEE) is the wooden soldier whose name is an acronym for the Festival Of Lights, East Peoria, 
Illinois. This year, we are celebrating 35 years with Folepi! A symbol of volunteerism in East Peoria, Folepi represents the pride 
in our community by the  people who volunteer for this event every year. 
     The East Peoria holiday displays create a delightful festival, but the real magic is the hard work and community spirit that 
radiate from the volunteers.  From all who volunteer with the Festival of Lights, we would like to say “Thank you for visiting the 
Festival of Lights and Welcome to East Peoria!”

East Peoria Chamber of Commerce 
201 Clock Tower Dr.
East Peoria, IL 61611-2449
Phone 309-699-6212 • FAX 309-699-6220
www.welcometoeastpeoria.com
Email: epcc@epcc.org

Design, advertisements and printing: Limelight Communications, Inc.

Photographs: City of East Peoria, East Peoria Festival of Lights 
Commission, East Peoria Chamber of Commerce, Eastlight 
Theatre and Sievers’ Photography.

*Some information has been reprinted with permission of the City of East 
Peoria from www.cityofeastpeoria.com.

Robert Culp, Midwest Engineering
President, East Peoria Chamber of Commerce

East Peoria City Council (l. to r.)
Commissioner Dan Decker,

Commissioner Mark Hill,
Mayor John Kahl,

Commissioner Seth Mingus,
and Commissioner 
Michael Sutherland

A special thank you to the FOLEPI Construction Crew:
 John Broshears, Jerry Boyer, Virgil Hauk, John Rock, John Shank

www.epcc.org
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Why pay more 
for your holiday 
display?
Proudly serving homes and  
businesses in East Peoria and  
surrounding communities. 
Happy Holidays!

© 2019 Homefield Energy

homefieldenergy.com

10.22.19 HFE 2019 FOLEPI Ad_final.indd   1 10/22/19   3:53 PM
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 LIGHTING UP THE WEB 
Here are internet resources for Festival of Lights information.

www.welcometoeastpeoria.com
East Peoria Chamber of Commerce

www.epcc.org
This site will provide the latest Festival of Lights information, 

with additional information about hotels, restaurants, and 
other event information.

City of East Peoria

www.folepi.org
THIS IS THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE FOR THE 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS.

Peoria Area & Convention & Visitors Bureau
www.peoria.org

Be sure to check out this site to obtain information about 
many other events and activities in the Central Illinois Area.

 

Get Festival of Lights updates via text message! 
Sign up for CodeRED at cityofeastpeoria.com

Become 
our fan on 
Facebook

Welcome to East Peoria!
Bring the FOLEPI Guide into Costco

and you’ll receive a guest pass along with
a special offer just for you!

HOURS
M-F 10 AM-8:30PM

Sat 9:30AM-7PM
Sun 10AM-6PM

We are located across from the Enchanted Forest:
301 W Washington St. East Peoria, IL 61611

309-427-2930
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NOW
OFFERING
SHIPWRECK
SHAKES!!

FULL SERVICE BAR &
RESTAURANT

OPENYEAR ‘ROUND

A NEW SHAKE EVERYMONTH

579Wesley Rd
Creve Coeur, IL Kuchies.com

Open
Tues - Sun
@ 11 am

Video
Gaming

309-427-3000

Shipwreck Bloody Marys
Available Daily
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OFFERING
SHIPWRECK
SHAKES!!

FULL SERVICE BAR &
RESTAURANT

OPENYEAR ‘ROUND

A NEW SHAKE EVERYMONTH

579Wesley Rd
Creve Coeur, IL Kuchies.com

Open
Tues - Sun
@ 11 am

Video
Gaming

309-427-3000

Shipwreck Bloody Marys
Available Daily

NOW OFFERING 
SHIPWRECK
SHAKES!!!
Shipwreck Bloody 
Marys Served Daily

309-427-3000
Kuchies.com •  579 Wesley Rd. • Creve Cour, IL
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We’re very proud to
sponsor the East Peoria

FESTIVAL OF

LIGHTS

As your local provider, our fiber optic 
lines are delivering internet, HD TV, and 
voice services at the speed of light!

309-689-0711  |  i3Broadband.com

INTERNET | TV | VOICE
Broadband

Fundraising, schools,
parties, camps, sports, 
corporate events,
& so much more!

Kona Ice of Peoria

309.402.9355
rdurdel@kona-ice.com
kona-ice.com

Fundraising, schools,
parties, camps, sports,
corporate events,
& so much more!

309.402.9355
rdurdel@kona-ice.com
kona-ice.com

UFTRING AUTOMALL IN EAST PEORIA

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE EAST PEORIA FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

UFTRINGAUTOMALL.COM
500 FAIRLANE DRIVE • EAST PEORIA • (309) 694-0700

ALL-NEW
2020 SUBARU OUTBACK

BRAND-NEW
2020 FORD ESCAPE

NOW IT’S YOUR
TURN TO TAKE

Winter B y 
Storm

Richard H Dierker 
Ins Agency Inc. 
429 S. Main St 

Creve Coeur, IL  61611 
309 699 2246 
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T he East Peoria Festival of Lights is enjoy-
ing another year in its long holiday history. 
Throughout the years, Festival volunteers have 

used their creativity and skills to attain great success 
in preparing a breathtaking holiday event that draws 
spectators from across the country!
	 It all started back in 1984, with Ron Scott, the 
manager of the East Peoria Holiday Inn at the time. 
He knew the positive impact a winter festival could 
have on a normally low-tourism, off-season economy. 
Scott, along with the Centennial Commission, formed 
a commission to explore the idea of a winter event, 
with the permission of Mayor James Ranney.
	 Their brainstorming led to the very first Parade 
of Lights in 1985 with a life-sized nativity scene, a 
wreath-shaped Ferris wheel, and a 17-foot fluorescent 
star. About 30,000 people were on-hand to witness 
the first parade, enjoying the seven original large floats 
made of fiberglass and plywood.
	 1987 marked the beginning of East Peoria’s 
Festival bus tours. The 1987 East Peoria Festival of 
Lights took the top prize in its population category for 
the Governor’s Hometown Award.
	 Into the 1990s, the Festival of Lights continued 
to grow. The FOLEPI Foundation was formed in 
1992 to ensure the Festival continued far into East 
Peoria’s future. That year, the commission chair, 

Maurice Joseph, won the Governor’s Individual 
Tourism Award from the Western Illinois Tourism 
Council. Quite the honor for our little hometown 
winter event!
	 Perhaps today’s biggest Festival of Lights attraction 
is Winter Wonderland which was started in 1993. The 
popular drive-through electric park quickly became the 
Festival’s trademark attraction. Winter Wonderland has 
only been closed four nights since its opening that first 
year. The Parade of Lights has never been cancelled, 
despite temperatures ranging from balmy mid-60-de-
grees all the way down to single digits.
	 All of the displays in the parade and at Folepi’s 
Winter Wonderland are illuminated entirely by LED 
lights are brighter and more energy-efficient than mini-
lights, which were previously used and also saves 
money—with all the mini-lights in previous years, the 
electricity bill could reach well over $90,000. This year, 
with the LEDs, we expect the cost to be less than 
$5,000! Approximately three million lights will be used 
in the Festival.
	 The Festival has been designated six times as 
one of the Top 100 Events in North America by the 
American Bus Association, and has won two Illinois 
Governor’s Home Town Awards. This event is now 
known internationally, and annually welcomes many 
thousands of people during its month-long run.

East Peoria’s Festival of Lights: 

 A Proud Histor y
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	 The City and Chamber of Commerce often receive 
inquiries from other cities that wish to duplicate our 
Festival in their hometowns. Knowledge is shared, 
but the secret does not lie in the recipe for mak-
ing floats. The key to the East Peoria Festival is the 
dedication of the many volunteers who work year-
round to design, weld, and finally light the wonderful 
Festival displays.
	 Now, how about a quick stroll through our Winter 
Wonderland, shall we?

Skiers
	 This is one of Winter Wonderland’s most popular 
displays—the skiers and the ski jumper! People love 
to watch as the skier jumps over their vehicle.  

Prehistoric Area
	 The Prehistoric Area of Winter Wonderland fea-
tures exploding volcanoes and Dinosaur, Triceratops, 
Puff, Baby Puff, and China Dragon floats. Those five 
floats combined are illuminated with 106,000 LED 
lights! Each light is placed on the floats by hand—
there is no machine that does that type of work.

Circus Area
	 Almost everyone loves a circus and here we have 
one made of lights. These animated displays have 
been a Festival favorite for many years.

Clydesdales
	 One of the most popular floats is the Clydesdales 
and Wagon. This float was inspired by the famous 
Anheuser-Busch Clydesdales. From the height of the 
horses, the color, and the bridle, this float was designed 
to be as life-like as possible. It took almost one year to 
construct. There are eight horses total, standing eight 
feet tall, three feet five inches wide, and 11 feet long. 
Each horse is lit with approximately 400 lights. The 
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horses are pulling a rep-
lica of the Studebaker 
wagon, making this float 
84 feet long, 12 feet 
wide, and 8.5 feet tall. 
This float has approxi-
mately 50,000 lights.

Western Town
	 One of the Festival’s 
signature floats is the 
Steam Train. This is the 
tallest and longest float, 
measuring 160 feet long 
and 15 feet tall, with 
more than 65,000 light 
bulbs.

Victorian Area
	 The Victorian man-
sion, horse, and car-
riage are ready for 
guests coming to a 
grand holiday party. Be sure to check out the ice 
skaters in their finely illuminated attire!

Patriotic Area
	 These arches, accented with lighted fireworks, 
leads us to the Festival’s Patriotic Display, a salute to 
those serving, or who have served, in the military. You 
will also see the emblems from each branch of the 
military created in lights.

Space Area
	 Now we are transported to the Festival’s nod 
to space, the final frontier. The USS East Peoria 
Enterprise is one of the most complex floats ever con-
structed from an engineering standpoint. It measures 
14 feet tall, 57 feet long and nearly 22 feet wide. Our 
Space Shuttle Discovery is a favorite of all fans of 
the space program. Two of the floats on display are 
favorites of Star Wars fans: the Tie-Fighter and X-Wing 
Starfighter.

Castle
	 Our Folepi soldiers stand watch at the castle, 
marching to show East Peoria pride. This display fea-
tures many of the wide arrays of colors available with 
the new LED light bulbs, including purple and gold.

Reindeer Area
	 Watch for the leaping deer! Rudolph and his friends 
are always a popular holiday sight. Our Rudolph float 

is a re-creation of a float from the first Parade of 
Lights, 35 years ago. In those days, the floats were 
made of fiberglass and wood and illuminated for 
night. The floats and displays you see now are made 
of pencil steel.

Sea World
	 You will see dolphins and seals in East Peoria! 
Our Whale float is covered in 15,000 mostly blue 
lights, and is 25 feet long, and almost 14 feet tall. 
That’s a whale of a Whale! With her is Baby Shamu.

Vehicles
	 The Festival of Lights has a fine selection of 
classic cars, including the Duesenberg and the 
’57 Chevy. We even have a monster truck and the 
Batmobile! But cars and trucks are not the only 
vehicles in the Festival of Lights’ collection. The 
Trolley is nostalgic of public transportation from 
many years ago and the Hook and Ladder Fire 
Truck is scaled to the exact measurements of a real 
fire truck.

Christmas Toys
	 It’s a sign of the holiday season—a toy train 
under the Christmas tree or in the center of a 
shopping mall. The Festival of Lights has its own 
toy train, but it doesn’t seem small at 65 feet long. 
And what child doesn’t enjoy riding on a rocking 
horse!?
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W here can you see the spar-
kling lights of a 84-foot long 
float of the world famous 

Budweiser Clydesdale horses pull-
ing a delivery wagon, the starship 
Enterprise and a 95-foot long smoke-
spewing Chinese dragon all in one 
night? The Parade of Lights, the offi-
cial start of the Festival of Lights!
	 The parade will begin promptly 
at 5:45 p.m. Nov. 16th. The parade 
includes 30 floats formed entirely of 
lights. All of the floats glide down the 

street accompanied by recorded holi-
day music—a fantastic sight guaran-
teed to begin your holidays with awe.  
	 The 2019 parade route will start 
at the intersection of East Washington 
St. and Dolans Ln. (where Auto Zone 
is located). It will continue along its 
traditional Washington St. route, turn-
ing left at the intersection with Camp 
St. The floats will turn right from 
Washington onto Taylor St. and con-
tinue along Taylor in front of Central 
Junior High School ending at Taylor 

St. and Springfield Rd. (at the US Post 
Office). See map in this guide.
	 There is plenty of great parade 
viewing all along Washington Street for 
the thousands of people who will attend 
this year’s kick-off event to the Festival 
of Lights. However, be aware that city 
streets will be closing along the parade 
route about 30 minutes before it begins, 
so plan your time accordingly.
	 The parade will be aired December 
7th at 12 noon on WMBD-TV and 5:30 
pm on WYZZ.

Parade Night - Parade of Lights
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batteriesplus.com © 2019 DURACELL, Bethel, CT 06801. Duracell is a registered trademark of Duracell U.S. Operations, Inc., used under license. All rights reserved. All registered trademarks are the 
property of their respective owners. *Install with purchase of a car or light truck battery, on most vehicles, at participating locations. 

Peoria
8001 N University
309-693-0567

East Peoria
705 West Camp Street
309-694-0639 Batteries, Screens & More!

The sweet sound of the engine turning over. Every time.

Need a key fob programmed or replaced? We’re on it!Need a key fob programmed or replaced? We’re on it!

Car & Truck
Car & Truck batteries. Tested, sold and installed* by 
the experts. You’ll be back on the road in no time.
No appointment needed.

Phone & Tablet 
Repairs

Watch or 
Key Fob Battery 
Replacement & Installation

Offer valid on in-stock products at participating locations. Not valid online or with other offers or business 
pricing. Some exclusions may apply. No cash value. Coupon may not be reproduced. To receive discount, 
offer must be presented at time of in-store purchase. Discounted price valid on 1 battery per device. See 
store for complete details.

Limit 1   Expires 1.31.20
CDP12578

$699

Phone or Tablet 
Screen Repair
Offer valid on in-stock products at participating locations. Not valid online or with other offers or business 
pricing. Some exclusions may apply. No cash value. Coupon may not be reproduced. To receive discount, 
offer must be presented at time of in-store purchase. See store for complete details.

Limit 1   Expires 1.31.20
CDP10614

$10

$10
Key
Program/Cut*

Offer valid on in-stock products at participating locations. Not valid online or with other offers or business 
pricing. Some exclusions may apply. No cash value. Coupon may not be reproduced. To receive discount, 
offer must be presented at time of in-store purchase. See store for complete details. 
*Valid on Batteries Plus Bulbs purchased keys and key fobs only.

Limit 1   Expires 1.31.20
CDP10753

Rotary Club of East Peoria Rotary Club meets Tuesdays at 
7:15 AM at the Embassy Suites.  Business professionals 
interested in visiting or joining our club are invited 

for breakfast at 6:45 AM, followed by our club 
meeting and presentations from 7:15 to 8:00 AM.

Rotary Club of East Peoria is a proud 
sponsor of the East Peoria Festival of Lights

For more info contact our Rotary Club of East Peoria President, Heath Sells at 309-696-2614.



Area Businesses

Power
The Festival Floats

The East Peoria Festival of Lights Commission thanks the many businesses and organizations
that reflect their pride in the community by serving as 2019 Festival of Lights sponsors: 

North Pole Sponsors
Caterpillar Visitors Center/Caterpillar Inc.

Homefield Energy
Illinois Central College

Midwest Engineering Associates
Springfield Electric

Jingle Bell Sponsor
Batteries Plus #382

Gift of Hope
Levee District, The

Miller, Hall, and Triggs LLC
Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino

Rudolph Sponsors
Ameren Illinois

Busey Bank
CEFCU

Chick-fil-A
Consociate, Inc.

Farnsworth Group
Kuchie’s on the Water

Kuhl Insurance
Uftring Automall

Mistletoe Sponsors
Avanti’s Ristorantes

Carpet Weaver’s/Furniture Gallery
Compassus Hospice and Palliative Care 
COSTCO Wholesale East Peoria #1126
Covenant Heating and Air Conditioning 

Fondulac Bank
Harbor Light Hospice

i3 Broadband
Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse

Kona Ice
Lakeview Veterinary Clinic, LLC

nuMed East Peoria
Remmert Funeral Home

State Farm Insurance - Corey North
State Farm Insurance - Rich Dierker

Friends of FOLEPI
Brewers Distributing
East Peoria Kiwanis

FamilyCore
Fondulac District Library
Potbelly Sandwich Shop

Rotary Club of East Peoria
Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference Center

In-Kind Sponsors
Adams Outdoor Advertising • Aerostar Solutions • Bessler Welding • WEEK TV 25

Midwest360 Media + Strategy • East Side Community Media • Fon du Lac Park District • Roadsafe Traffic System

Televised Parade
WMBD-TV/WYZZ



57 Chevy 
14,000 light bulbs

Baby Puff 
8,000 light bulbs

Baby Shamu 
4,000 light bulbs

Batmobile 
12,000 light bulbs

Bear on Sled 
16,000 light bulbs

Bunny 
7,000 light bulbs

Chinese Dragon 
21,000 light bulbs

Chopper 
15,000 light bulbs

Clydesdales 
50,000 light bulbs

D10 Tractor 
1,400 light bulbs

Dinosaur 
35,000 light bulbs

Discovery 
13,500 light bulbs

Duck & Ducklings 
19,500 light bulbs

1934 Duesenberg 
13,000 light bulbs

Enterprise 
48,000 light bulbs

E.P. Noel Riverboat
14,000 light bulbs

Enloader 
4,000 light bulbs

Flag and Military 
4,000 light bulbs

Guitar 
2,000 light bulbs

Helicopter 
4,000 light bulbs

Holiday Living Room 
2,364 light bulbs

Hook & Ladder 
27,500 light bulbs

Monster Truck 
5,000 light bulbs

Puff the Dragon 
17,000 light bulbs

Purple People Eater 
5,000 light bulbs

Reindeer 
7,000 light bulbs

Santa 
4,000 light bulbs

Snowman 
9,200 light bulbs

Starfighter 
18,000 light bulbs

Steam Train 
65,000 light bulbs

Ti-Fighter 
6,500 light bulbs

Toy Tank 
4,000 light bulbs

Triceratops 
25,000 light bulbs

Trolley 
14,000 light bulbs

Virgil’s Dirigible 
20,000 light bulbs

Welcome 
4,500 light bulbs

Whale 
15,000 light bulbs

2019 Floats and Estimated Number of LED Lights

Holiday

I M M E R S E  Y O U R S E L F  I N  A  3 6 0 °
H O L I D A Y  S E N S O R Y  E X P E R I E N C E !

Light & Sound

STATE-OF-THE-ART LIGHTS AND SOUND

PRESENTS

    D E C .   6 , 7                               7 : 3 0  P M  

    D E C .  1 1 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4               7 : 3 0  P M  

    D E C .  8 , 1 5                             2 : 0 0  P M  

Tickets available online at tickets.eastlighttheatre.com  
or call the Box Office at (309)-699-7469.

Adults $20
Students $15

Groups of 10 or more $17

EASTLIGHT THEATRE PRESENTS
SHOWS ON THE HOUR

Sunday - Thursday
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Friday & Saturday 
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Nov 29 - Dec 30

Fon du Lac Park District Administration Center 
201 Veterans Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611

Dec. 6, 7
7:30 PM

Dec. 11, 12, 13, 14
7:30 PM

Dec. 8, 15
2:00 PM

Tickets available online at tickets.eastlighttheatre.com or call the Box Office at (309)-699-7469.



P a g e   1 4    F o l e p i  2 0 1 9

Building 
Stronger 
Communities 
See how we’re strengthening the 
communities we serve at 
AmerenIllinois.com/community.

632 W. Jefferson Street, Morton, IL 61550 | 309-266-7300 | 1-888-266-7300 
www.kuhlinsurance.com

SM

Lucky Holiday!
Have a

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, crisis counseling and referral services can be accessed by calling 1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). © 2018 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

BUY ONE BUFFET, GET ONE FREE! 
Valid through May 31, 2019

Not valid on Mondays or Tuesdays. One coupon per person. See B Connected for details. Not valid with other offers or on Holidays. 
Non-transferable. Gratuity not included. Coupons not replaced if lost or stolen.  Valid Military ID, Passport, Driver’s License, FOID 
card or State ID required. Subject to modification or cancellation without notice. Subject to regulatory approval of the Illinois Gaming 
Board. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, crisis counseling and referral services can be accessed by calling 
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537). © 2018 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

EAST PEORIA, IL   |   ParadiceCasino.com

185755Fah_PD_FestivalofLights_AD      7.625” x 4.812”_4C_10.12.18

*HGZAOA2NI*
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T he 100% LED drive through 
park is the Festival of 
Lights’ signature event! 

Folepi’s Winter Wonderland fea-
tures the majority of the Parade 
of Lights floats and many other 
lighted displays. This year will 
feature the return of some 
favorite displays from the past  
35 years. 

Location:
• �Fon du Lac Park District’s VFW 

Post 2078 Park off Springfield 
Road, East Peoria (Entrance 
address: 123 Par 3 Lane, East 
Peoria)

• ���5 - 9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 
5 - 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday 

• ��Open Thanksgiving night, 
Christmas Eve, Christmas,  
& New Year’s Eve

Admission Fees:
• �Cars, trucks and vans - $10
• �Small bus (party, shuttle, mini 

or school) - $30
• Full-size buses - $150

Special: Chick-fil-A Mondays at 
Folepi’s Winter Wonderland
See ad on page 17

FOLEPI’S WINTER WONDERLAND

Festival of Lights, East Peoria, IL 
OPEN Nov. 23, 2019 - Dec. 31, 2019

Debit & Credit Accepted.

Order Now
309-699-6212

Show our veterans, public servants, and volunteers that you care this holiday season. A brick, engraved 
with a custom message, is the perfect way to honor their service.  Order now and make someone special 

a permanent part of this beautiful memorial at the East Peoria Riverfront Park on Bass Pro Drive.
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Find the perfect gift during Folepi’s Gifts Galore Shop & 
Stroll in the Historic Four Corners District and adjacent 
areas. Visit the unique participating businesses featuring 
handcrafted items, jewelry, and more. Have a bite to eat, 

purchase a gift for someone (or yourself), take a free horse-
drawn carriage ride with Santa and get Free Balloon Art by 
The Unique Twist! The East Peoria Community High School 

Chorale will sing carols.

Those spending $25 or more at the participating 
businesses will receive a coupon to enter the Folepi’s 

Winter Wonderland drive-through display for free!

Parking will be available at the United Methodist Church 
and in a City of East Peoria public parking lot, both on 
East Washington Street and adjacent to the Historic 

Four Corners District.

Saturday, November 30th

1 - 4 p.m.
East Peoria’s Original Downtown

December 7th Open House 1 - 3 p.m. and Candlelight 4 - 6 p.m.
Free Admision

	 The 139-year-old Doering Homeplace and Museum at 324/326 
Pekin Ave., provides a unique look back in time. Open houses will 
be sponsored by the East Peoria Historical Society occurring as part 
of the East Peoria Festival of Lights. Holiday decorations will include 
1800s-style handmade ornaments.
	 Groups wishing to tour the historic home at times other than the open 
houses must call and leave a message at 309-698-6524 to make an 
appointment. There will be a fee for group tours.

Historic Holiday Traditions

To save and enhance the lives of as many people 
as possible through organ and tissue donation

(630) 758-2600      giftofhope.org

Share 
the 
Light

Register to be an organ and tissue 
donor today at giftofhope.org

Gift of Hope thanks the people 
of our communities. In 2019, 
we saw continued growth of 
the Illinois Donor Registry.
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Proud to support  
East Peoria’s  

Festival of Lights!

Federally Insured 
by NCUA

cefcu.com

Mondays 
at the Festival of Lights 

 
Every Monday from November 25 through December 
30, 2019, each vehicle through the Festival of Lights will 
receive a FREE treat from Chick-fil-A East Peoria!   
 
Valid only at Chick-fil-A East Peoria.  Offer expires January 31, 2020. 
Two FREE offers per vehicle while supplies last.  Open Monday-Saturday 6:30am-
10pm, CLOSED SUNDAYS.   
 
NOTE: Chick-fil-A will have limited holiday hours on 12/24, 12/31 & 1/1.
  

 
250 W Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611 
CFAeastpeoria.com 

 

150 W. Yordy Rd. Morton, IL 61550
Phone: 309-263-2825 Fax: 309-266-2595
Email: Creekwood@Related.com
Office Hours: Mon – Fri 8am – 5pm

Professionally Managed by:
Related Management 
Company, L.P.

• All Homes Include a Refrigerator, Stove, Ceiling Fan, and Air Conditioning
• A Spacious Community Room With A Full Kitchen Suitable For 
Large Gatherings
• A Beauty Salon, Library Room, TV/Garden Room, Fitness Room
• Beautifully Landscaped Grounds And Patios
• 24 hour Emergency Maintenance
• Telephone Intercom Entry System
• On-site Management
• A Fully Equipped Laundry Room
• Recently Renovated
• Rent Based on Income* 
* Income Limits Apply

CALL OR STOP BY TODAY! 
(309) 263-2825

NOW LEASING!

150 W. Yordy Rd. Morton, IL 61550
Phone: 309-263-2825 Fax: 309-266-2595
Email: Creekwood@Related.com
Office Hours: Mon – Fri 8am – 5pm

Professionally Managed by:
Related Management 
Company, L.P.

• All Homes Include a Refrigerator, Stove, Ceiling Fan, and Air Conditioning
• A Spacious Community Room With A Full Kitchen Suitable For 
Large Gatherings
• A Beauty Salon, Library Room, TV/Garden Room, Fitness Room
• Beautifully Landscaped Grounds And Patios
• 24 hour Emergency Maintenance
• Telephone Intercom Entry System
• On-site Management
• A Fully Equipped Laundry Room
• Recently Renovated
• Rent Based on Income* 
* Income Limits Apply

CALL OR STOP BY TODAY! 
(309) 263-2825

NOW LEASING!

CALL OR STOP 
BY TODAY!
(309) 263-2825

F E A T U R I N G
All Homes Include a Refrigerator, Stove, Ceiling Fan, and Air Conditioning.

A Spacious Community Room With a Full Kitchen Suitable for Large Gatherings.
A Beauty Salon, Library Room, TV/Garden Room, Fitness Room.

Beautifully Landscaped Grounds and Patios.
Rent Based on Income, Income Limits Apply.

NOW 
LEASING!

Complete Fitness Center • Group Exercise
Walking Track • Child Care • Youth Programs

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
1 EastSide Drive, East Peoria

(309) 698-5437
www.eastsidecentre.com

Plan for Your  
Future Today

At Busey, we are dedicated to 
enhancing and preserving your financial 

future—simplifying the complexities 
around your finances while maximizing the 

opportunities available to you. Whatever 
your dream, our wealth management 

team can guide you through every 
important financial decision.

Busey. Your Dream. Our Promise.

busey.com  
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240 Farmdale Rd.  •  East Peoria
                               699-3977
www.americanspeedypeoria.com

Design | Print | Mail

(Next to ROC Ice Cream & Mini Golf)
309-839-1330  •  504 Riverside Dr.  •  East Peoria, IL 61611

Yes We
Cannabis

FREE CONSULTATIONS
WALK-INS WELCOME 

2320 E Washington, East Peoria, IL
avantispeoria.com  •  309-694-6200

Avanti’s is a great place for your holiday party!

BANQUET ROOMS AVAILABLE...RESERVATION RECOMMENDED

Experience Holiday Magic 
at Peoria Civic Center!

Entertainment
Food  |  Ball Drop

2019

Presented By
UNION CONSTRUCTION

NETWORK

Kids

Dec. 6th Dec. 22ndDec. 20th Dec. 31st

See more events at www.peoriaciviccenter.com 

Happy Holidays from CityLink!

Why Ride CityLink?

• Convenient service across the  
Greater Peoria Metro Area

• It’s GREEN! Buses produce emissions CLEANER 
than the air they take in

• It’s economical — a 30-Day Pass offers unlimited  
rides for 30 consecutive days for just $40

www.ridecitylink.org • 309-676-4040

309-698-3060

Happy Holidays From

EAST PEORIA • 386 W Washington St • 309.306.3401



T hose coming to the 35th annual Festival of Lights 
parade will see not only the lighted Clydesdales float 
but the real horses as well. The Budweiser Clydesdales 

will make a special appearance, weather permitting, in the 
Parade of Lights occurring at 5:45 p.m. Nov. 16.
	 The 35th parade is a great opportunity to see the 
Clydesdales, making an appearance for the first time in 

15 years. They were previously in the parades of 2004, 
2002, and 2000, when the festival’s Clydesdales lighted 
float made its debut. Brewers Distributing is sponsoring 
the Clydesdales appearance.
	 The Budweiser Clydesdales make hundreds of appear-
ances throughout the country and have been a part of 
Anheuser-Busch for more than 80 years. When traveling, 
10 horses, the famous red, white and gold beer wagon and 
other equipment are transported in three 50-foot tractor-
trailers. Cameras inside the trailers allow handlers to watch 
the horses, whose trailers have air-cushioned suspension 
and rubber flooring. Their handlers include groomers and 
a team which oversees the horses’ diet. Each hitch horse 
consumes as much as 20 to 25 quarts of whole grains, 
minerals and vitamins, 50 to 60 pounds of hay, and up to 
30 gallons of water on a warm day.
	 The hitch drivers undergo a lengthy training process to 
ensure they have the expertise and physical strength to drive 
the combined 12 tons of wagon and horses. In addition, the 
40 pounds of lines held by the driver plus the tension of the 
horses pulling creates a weight of more than 75 pounds.
	 A Dalmatian mascot also travels with each of the 
Clydesdale hitches, perched on top of the wagon seated 
next to the driver.
	 The turn-of-the-century beer wagons have been meticu-
lously restored and are equipped with two braking systems, 
a hydraulic pedal device that slows the vehicle for turns and 
downhill descents, and a hand brake that locks the rear 
wheels when the wagon is at halt.
	 The Parade of Lights is not the only opportunity to see 
the Clydesdales. The horses will make another public 
appearance in East Peoria, with the date, details and the 
location to be announced soon.

35th Parade of Lights 
Features Appearance

Presented by Brewers Distributing

P a g e   1 9 
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T ake a stroll through Folepi’s Enchanted Forest with 
its 35-foot tall Christmas tree, real lighted trees and 
displays, and the Terry the Tractor parade float. 

A lighting ceremony is from 5:45 to 6:15 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 30 with carols by the Caterpillar Employees Mixed 
Chorus. Visit Santa from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
30 and Fridays Dec. 6, Dec. 13 and Dec. 20 and enjoy free 
Kiddie Konas from Kona Ice during Santa hours.
	 After the kids visit Santa on Dec. 13, they can have 
fun at the Holiday Buttons & Crafts event sponsored by 
Fondulac District Library inside the Civic Plaza from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. The event is free of charge.

Breakfast and 
Photos with Santa

Saturday, Dec. 7
Breakfast 9 – 11:30 a.m.

Photos 10 a.m. (bring own camera)
EastSide Centre 

1 EastSide Dr., East Peoria

	 Have breakfast with Santa at this event presented 
by East Peoria St. Jude Runs. All proceeds benefit St. 
Jude Runs. Cost is free for ages 0-2, $5 for ages 3-12 
and $8 for ages 13 and older. Registration is required 
by Dec. 3. Call EastSide Centre, 309-698-5437 to reg-
ister and pay by debit or credit card; or download the 
form at folepi.org.

Open nightly from Nov. 30 through Dec. 31, 2019

Location: The Levee District downtown area outside of 
the East Peoria Civic Plaza, 401 W. Washington St.

Free admission

Folepi’s 
Enchanted Forest

VISIT US TODAY
TheLeveeDistrict.com

east peoria downtown

the levee

D T

BAV
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NARRATED 
NATIVITY SCENE

RECREATES FIRST 
CHRISTMAS

E njoy the artistry and 
beauty of the inspiring 
scenes of this nativity 

and tune in to radio station 
87.9 FM for a 2-minute narra-
tion of the original Christmas 
story! The narrated Nativity 
Scene at the intersection of 
Taylor Street and Springfield 
Road is open 24 hours a day throughout the holi-
days. It features five realistic scenes. The original 
structures were created on plywood by local artists 
for the first Festival of Lights in 1985. Because of 
deterioration in storage, the scenes were restored as 
vinyl prints mounted to aluminum backing in 1999, 
giving the added advantage that the displays take on 
a three-dimensional appearance at night. 

	 Unlike the rest of the Festival of Lights, the nativ-
ity project is funded exclusively by private donations 
through the Nativity Display Association. The main-
tenance annually is about $1,200. Those wishing 
to contribute to the upkeep of the scenes can mail 
a check payable to Nativity Display Association to:  
John Salzer, 105 Reinders Rd., East Peoria, IL 61611. 

E-MAIL: mht@mhtlaw.com

MILLER, HALL & TRIGGS, LLC

Proud to be a supporter 
of the

East Peoria Festival of Lights!

www.f-w.com  |   309.689.9888
ENGINEERS  |  ARCHITECTS  |  SURVEYORS  |  SCIENTISTS



R oyalty abounds each year as a young woman is chosen to reign 
over the Festival of Lights during a lunch pageant. She is select-
ed based on poise, appearance and personality. In addition to 

the crown and title, she receives a college scholarship. 
	 The queen, first runner-up and second runner-up will make their first 
official appearances riding on the ’57 Chevy float in the Parade of Lights 
November 16th. The Queen appears at many Festival of Lights and com-
munity events throughout the year before crowning her successor the 
following year.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS QUEENS

Past Winners of the Festival of 
Lights Queen Pageant: 

Abby Eggemeyer 2018-2019

See this year’s winner who will be chosen 
November 10, 2019 at the Par-A-Dice Hotel ballroom. 

Information is available at the websites listed on page 5.

• Jerelyn Joos 2017-2018
• Nicole Moore 2016-2017
• Ashlyn Kahl 2015-2016
• AsiaKai Dang 2014-2015
• Lakin Smith 2013-2014
• Megan Stafford 2012-2013
• Demi Broderson 2011-2012
• Shannon Mulhern 2010-2011
• Jessica Stake 2009-2010
• Kiersten Sames 2008-2009
• Alyssa Lewellen 2007-2008
• Amanda Reinhart 2006-2007
• Jessica Howat 2005-2006
• Rachel Thomas 2004-2005
• Shannon Bradford 2003-2004
• Kristin Bell 2002-2003

• Melissa Mustain 2001-2002 
• Ashley Phillips 2000-2001 
• Brook Davis 1999-2000 
• �Miranda Thompson 1998-1999
• Kathryn Graham 1997-1998
• Megan Stiles 1996-1997 	
• Amanda Altamirano 1995-1996
• Erin Cannon 1994-1995 		
• Lorrie Eeten 1993-1994 
• Stephanie Lambert 1992-1993 
• Allyson Graham 1991-1992
• Amy Terry 1990-1991
• Libby Burger 1989-1990
• Tiffany Freeze 1988-1989
• Heather Zenk 1987-1988
• Leann Ingwerson 1986-1987

Jerelyn Joos 2017-2018

Shannon Mulhern 2010-2011

Demi Broderson 2011-2012

Megan Stafford 2012-2013

Lakin Smith 2013-2014

AsiaKai Dang 2014-2015

Ashlyn Kahl 2015-2016

Nicole Moore 2016-2017
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Food Offerings
Listed below are food offerings from members of the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce

For shopping, services, and other attractions go to www.epcc.org

Avanti’s of East Peoria, Inc.
2320 E. Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-694-6200 • avantispeoria.com

Barrack’s Hospitality Group
1224 W. Pioneer Pkwy., Peoria, IL 61615

Ph: 309-692-3990 • caterinn.com

Basta Bistro & Grille
2517 N. Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-699-8792 • bastaeastport.com

Boyd’s Steakhouse
at Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino

21 Blackjack Blvd., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-699-7711 • paradicecasino.com

Caffeina’s Café & Desserts Bar
at Embassy Suites & Riverfront Conference Ctr. 

100 Conference Center Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-694-0200

embassysuiteseastpeoria.com

Carl’s Bakery & Restaurant
819 E. Camp Street, East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-699-7275 • facebook.com

Chick-fil-A
250 W Washington St., East Peoria,IL 61611

Ph: 309-694-1044 • chick-fil-a.com

Costco Wholesale East Peoria #1126
301 W. Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-427-2930 • costco.com

Culver’s of East Peoria
901 W. Camp St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-9240 • culvers.com

Echo Valley Meats, Inc.
608 W. Garfield Ave., Bartonville, IL 61607
Ph: 309-697-3872 • echovalleymeats.com

Firehouse Pizza and Pub
240 S. Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-9111 • firehousepizzail.com

Guilty Pleasures Cupcake Bakery, LLC
328 W. Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-360-6006
guiltypleasurescupcakebakery.com

Jason’s Deli
112 Spinder Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-5400 • jasondeli.com

Jimmy John’s
242 W. Camp St., East Peoria, IL 61611 

Ph: 309-699-1500 • jimmyjohns.com

Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse
101 Holiday St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-692-3887
johnnysitaliansteakhouse.com

Jonah’s Seafood House & Oyster Bar
2601 N. Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-694-0946 • jonahsseafood.com

Kona Ice of Peoria
110 Woodlands Point, East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-258-9135 • kona-ice.com

Kuchie’s on the Water
579 Wesley Rd., Creve Coeur, IL 61610

Ph: 309-427-3000 • kuchies.com

McDonald’s Restaurant
2601 E. Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-699-0721 • mcdonalds.com
AND

161 Spinder Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-698-8000 • mcdonalds.com

McMahon’s Pints & Plates
80 Sunnyland Plaza, Washington, IL 61571

Ph: 309-745-9050
mcmahonspintsandplates.com

Michael’s Subs, Salads & Hot Sandwiches
1302 Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-370-3734 • michaelsitalianfeast.com

Moe’s Southwest Grill
130 Spinder Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611

309-698-6637 • moes.com

Options Buffet at Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino
21 Blackjack Blvd., East Peoria, IL 61611

309-699-7711 • paradicecasino.com

Pho Noodle House / Dragon Wok
206 W. Camp St., East Peoria, IL 61611
309-699-5668 • phonoodlehouseep.com

Potbelly Sandwich Shop
318 W. Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-2100 • potbelly.com

River Side Café 
at Embassy Suites & Riverfront Conference Center

100 Conference Center Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611
309-694-0200 • embassysuiteseastpeoria.com

ROC Ice Cream and Golf
220 Farmdale Rd., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-369-7618 • facebook.com

Sam’s Club
4100 Willow Knolls Dr., Peoria, IL 61615

Ph: 309-691-4545 • samsclub.com

Starbucks
201 N. Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-5645 • starbucks.com

Table 19
501 Main Street, Peoria, IL 61602

Ph: 309-680-2439 • table19restaurant.com

The Fifth Quarter Sports Bar & Pizzeria
1110 N. Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-713-3436 • 5qsportsbar.com

The Hidden Dove
400 E. Washington St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-397-8101 • facebook.com

Tin Lizard Bar & Grill
at Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino

21 Blackjack Blvd., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-699-7711 • paradicecasino.com

Uncle Buck’s Fish Bowl & Grill
1000 Bass Pro Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-427-3300 • restaurants.basspro.com
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Area Hotels
Offer Visitors a Wide 
Range of Amenities

The following hotels and motels are members 
of the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce

America’s Best Value Inn
104 W. Camp St., East Peoria, IL  61611

Ph: 309-699-7283 
redlion.com/americas-best-value-inn

Embassy Suites by Hilton 
East Peoria

Riverfront Hotel & 
Conference Center
100 Conference Center Dr., 

East Peoria, IL  61611
Ph: 800-EMBASSY or 694-0200
embassysuiteseastpeoria.com

Hampton Inn
11 Winners Way, East Peoria, IL  61611

Ph: 309-694-0711 or 800-426-7866
hamptoninn3.hilton.com

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
East Peoria - Riverfront

1100 Bass Pro Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611
309-694-9800 • ihg.com/holidayinnexpress

Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
101 Holiday Street, East Peoria, IL  61611
Ph: 309-698-3333 • ihg.com/holidayinn

Park Inn by Radisson
201 E. Ashland St., Morton, IL  61550

Ph: 309-263-5116 • parkinn.com/morton-il

Par-A-Dice Hotel & Casino
21 Blackjack Blvd., East Peoria, IL  61611

Ph: 309-699-7711 or 800-547-0711
paradicecasino.com

Peoria Marriott Pere Marquette
501 Main Street, Peoria, IL  61602

309-637-6500 • peoriamarriott.com

Stoney Creek Hotel &
Conference Center

101 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL  61611
Ph:  309-694-1300 • stoneycreekhotels.com

Art at the Bodega
2407 Washington Rd., Washington, IL 61571

Ph: 309-431-1307 • theartbodega.com

Bass Pro Shops
1000 Bass Pro Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-427-3400 • basspro.com

Caterpillar Visitors Center
110 SW Washington St., Peoria, IL 61602

Ph: 309-675-0606 • caterpillar.com

East Peoria Community Foundation
P.O. Box 2817, East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-670-2817
eastpeoriacommunityfoundation.org

East Peoria Historical Society
326 Pekin Ave., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-4711
eastpeoriahistoricalsociety.com

EastPort Marina
701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-694-3034 • eastportmarinail.com

EastSide Centre
1 EastSide Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-698-5437 • eastsidecentre.com

Elevate Trampoline Park
105 North Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-966-4444 • elevateeastpeoria.com

Five Points Washington
360 N. Wilmor Rd., Washington, IL 61571

Ph: 309-444-8222 • fivepointswashington.org

Flying Eagle’s Service, The
218 Glendale Ln., East Peoria, IL 61611

Ph: 309-694-0738
members.aol.com/mastersmith/the-ronnin-way

Fon du Lac Park District
201 Veterans Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-699-3923 • fondulacpark.com

Fondulac District Library
400 Richland St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-699-3917 • fondulaclibrary.org

Fun on the Run
721 NE Adams St., Peoria, IL 61603

Ph: 309-693-9475 • funontherun.com

Peoria Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

456 Fulton St., Suite 300, Peoria, IL 61602-1220
Ph: 309-676-0303 • peoria.org

Peoria Chiefs
730 SW Jefferson St., Peoria, IL 61605
Ph: 309-680-4000 • peoriachiefs.com

Peoria Civic Center
201 SW Jefferson Ave., Peoria, IL 61602

Ph: 309-673-8900 • peoriaciviccenter.com/home

Peoria Riverfront Museum
222 SW Washington St., Peoria, IL 61602

Ph: 309-686-7000 • peoriariverfrontmuseum.org

RC Outfitters
311 S.W. Water St., Peoria, IL 61601
Ph: 309-676-6378 • rcoutfitter.com

ShaZam Racing
311 S.W. Water St., Peoria, IL 61601

Ph: 309-282-8686 • shazamracing.com

Shoppes At Grand Prairie, The
5201 W. War Memorial Dr., Peoria, IL 61615

Ph: 309-692-3672 • shoppesatgrandprairie.com

Spirit of Peoria
100 N. E. Water St., Peoria, IL 61602

Ph: 309-637-8000 • spiritofpeoria.com

The Levee District
420 North Main St., East Peoria, IL 61611
Ph: 309-999-1700 • theleveedistrict.com

The Unique Twist
Ph: 309-370-6811 • theuniquetwist.com

Wheels O’ Time Museum
1710 W. Woodside Dr., Dunlap, IL 61525

Ph: 309-243-9020 • wheelsotime.org 

Wildlife Prairie Park
3826 N. Taylor Rd., Hanna City, IL 61536
Ph: 309-495-6712 • wildlifeprairiepark.org

YWCA & Heart of IL Adult Literacy Center
315 Buena Vista Ave., Pekin, IL 61554

Ph: 309-347-2104 • ywcapekin.org

Area Attractions
Offer Visitors a Wide Range 

of  Entertainment
The following venues are members of 
the East Peoria Chamber of Commerce
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Merry Christmas
lakeview.vet

From
Mayor John Kahl, Commissioner Mark Hill, 

Commissioner Seth Mingus, 
Commissioner Michael Sutherland, and City Employees

www.cityofeastpeoria.com

Welcome to the 27th Annual Festival of Lights.  
Thanks to the diligent efforts of volunteers and 
City staff, this year’s Festival is better than ever!   
 
I invite you to enjoy the many fine restaurants, 
retail establishments and attractions offered in 
East Peoria. 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
 
 
Dave Mingus, Mayor 
City of East Peoria 
                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Dave Mingus, Commissioner Dan 

Decker, Commissioner Gary Densberger,           

Commissioner Tim Jeffers, Commissioner Chad 

Joos, City Administrator Tom Brimberry &   

City Employees 
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Welcome to the 27th Annual Festival of Lights.  
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City Employees 

 
 

www.cityofeastpeoria.com 

STOP, DROP, AND ROLL 
INTO FIREHOUSE PIZZA & PUB

240 S Main Street 
East Peoria, IL 61611

309-698-9111
www.firehousepizzail.com

S T A Y

MORTON·IL

V
IS

IT

E
N

JO
Y

T O U R I S MFor more information see www.mortonmagnet.com

Morton

Hometown Holidays
Downtown Morton

November 30
Shop Small Deals All Day

Tree Lighting 7:00 pm
Holiday Market with Craft Vendors

Santa and Other Characters 
A Great Family Event!!!!

Only 7 minutes from East Peoria

Our Hotels

Great Shopping 
& Restaurants

309-266-9933 309-266-8888 309-266-1600

309-263-5116 309-263-4400

309-263-2511
309-266-8310
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Festival of Lights Points of Interest

Our Holiday Festivals Light Up More Than Just The Sky

www.folepi.org

2019 PARADE STARTING LOCATION:
At the intersection of Washington St. and 
Dolans Ln. (Where Auto Zone is located)

2019 PARADE ENDING LOCATION:
At the intersection of Taylor St. 

and Springfield Rd. 
(Where The US Post Office is located)

www.welcometoeastpeoria.org    www.epcc.org    www.peoria.org/hohoholidays    www.cityofeastpeoria.com

1	�� Folepi’s Winter Wonderland 
Intersection of Springfield Rd. 
and Par 3 Lane, 123 Par 3 Lane

2	�� Narrated Nativity 
Intersection of Springfield Rd. and Taylor 
St. (Bottom of Springfield Rd. hill)

3	 Caterpillar Visitors Center 
	 110 SW Washington St., Peoria 

4	 Giant Holiday Wreath 
	 Fondulac Drive

5	 17-Foot Lighted Star 
	 Off Springfield Rd.

6	 Bass Pro Shops 
	 1000 Bass Pro Shops Dr.

7	 Wildlife Prairie Park 
	� 3826 North Taylor Rd. # 1 Peoria

8 	 Doering Homeplace 
	� East Peoria Historical Society’s 

Historic Holiday Traditions, 
326 Pekin Ave.

9 �	 Par-A-Dice-Casino

	 21 Blackjack Blvd.

10	�� Peoria Riverfront Museum 
222 SW Washington St, Peoria

11  Folepi’s Enchanted Forest

	  401 W. Washington St.
	  (Levee District)

12	  Peoria Civic Center

	  201 SW Jefferson Ave, Peoria

East Peoria

Peoria
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Saturday, November 30, 2019

	 The 29th annual FOLEPI River Trail Classic, an East 
Peoria Festival of Lights event, occurs on the River Trail of 
Illinois. The River Trail Classic is a point-to-point downhill 
race that attracts participants from throughout the coun-
try. It is open to men, women and children of all ages and 
features a 4-mile competitive run at 9 a.m. and 2-mile non-
competitive walk at 8:30 a.m. Awards will be presented to 
the top three overall male and female finishers and the top 
three male and female finishers in five-year age divisions 
from age 10 to 75. No awards are presented in the two-mile 
walk. The post-race party will occur at Mickie’s Pizzeria, 
1051 E. Washington St. All River Trail Classic finishers will 
receive pizza, and those age 21 and older will receive a free 
beer. No dogs are allowed on the course.

There are several ways to enter and pay:
• Register and pay online at getmeregistered.com.
• �Download an entry form from www.folepi.org and mail 

it with a check.
• �Pick up an entry form at East Peoria City Hall, Fon 

du Lac Park District Administration Building, EastSide 
Centre and Fondulac Banking Center, and mail it with 
a check.  

• �Take a completed entry form to EastSide Centre, 1 
EastSide Drive, to pay with cash, check or credit/debit 
card.

• �Call EastSide at 309-698-5437 to register and pay by 
phone with credit/debit card.

	
For more information, call Jim McIntyre, 309-253-2420.

19th Annual

Get Lit
Celebration

New Year’s Eve
Folepi’s Winter 

Wonderland

• �Folepi’s Winter Wonderland, on Par 3 Lane off 
Springfield Road

• �Cost: $20 per person by Dec. 30 (Register by Dec. 19 
for the commemorative long-sleeve T-shirt.)

	 Those who want to see the Festival of Lights floats and 
displays up close can run, walk, or ride the lighted Trolley 
float through the Folepi’s Winter Wonderland display dur-
ing the Get Lit New Year’s Eve Celebration. 
	 Get Lit activities will occur from 9 p.m. until mid-
night Dec. 31. Now in its 19th year, the Get Lit has been 
revamped to include family activities earlier in the evening 
along with the traditional fun run/walk.
	 There will be no vehicular traffic in the Winter 
Wonderland during the event, and dogs are not allowed.
	 New ways for families to celebrate the New Year at 
the Get Lit are a bonfire with campfire treats from 9 p.m. 
until midnight, and rides through the display on the lighted 
Trolley float from 9 until 9:45 p.m. and again after the 
completion of the run/walk until midnight. The Get Lit’s 
traditional run/walk through the Winter Wonderland starts 
at 10 p.m. and is a way for people to “run” in the new year.
	  For more information, call Jim McIntyre, 309-253-2420. 
Entry forms are available on folepi.org, call EastSide Centre 
at 309-698-5437 to register and pay by phone, or pick up 
a registration form at Fondulac Bank, East Peoria City Hall, 
EastSide Centre or the Fon du Lac Park Admin Building.
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Paving the way to 
your holiday.

110 SW Washington Street  | Peoria, IL 
Monday - Saturday  | 10am - 5pm    | Last ticket entry at 3:30pm

Caterpillar Holiday Display  •  November 7 - December 30
Don’t miss your chance to take a one-of-a-kind holiday card photo in front of a massive  

Cat® PM 313 Cold Planer wrapped in twinkling lights!

Caterpillar Holiday Express  •  November 29  •  12 - 2:00pm
Join us after the Santa Claus Parade for lunch, sweets and an express line pass for a photo with Santa Claus.  

Limited number of tickets sold.

Photos with Santa Claus  •  November 29  •  1:00 - 2:00pm
General admission tickets available. First come, first served photo with Santa Claus.

VisitCaterpillar.com for event  
information and to get your  
tickets today!
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Another exceptional hotel by John Q. Hammons
*Subject to state and local laws.  Must be of legal drinking age.  Hilton HHonors Membership, earning of points and miles, and redemption of points are subject to 

HHonors Terms and Conditions. ©2007 Hilton Hospitality, Inc.

Happy Holidays

Ranked the #1 Embassy Suites Hotel in the world in 
quality, service, and guest satisfaction in 2008!

East Peoria 
100 Conference Center Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611

309-694-0200
fax: 309-694-0201

embassysuiteseastpeoria.com

Make your holiday plans!
• 25 Banquet rooms
• 35,000 square feet of meeting space with a Grand 
    Ballroom to accommodate up to 1,600 guests

• Located in the area’s premier entertainment district, the East Peoria Riverfront

• Spacious two-room suites with beautiful river and city views

• Caffeina’s Internet Café and full service restaurant

• Complimentary daily “Made to Order” breakfast buffet

• Nightly Manager’s reception*

• Indoor pool, whirlpool, fitness center and sundeck

• Eight-story atrium with water features

• 226 spacious two-room suites including two Presidential suites with oversized      	        	
   bedrooms featuring the embassy Essentials Bedding CollectionTM and private     	        	
   living rooms

It’s time 
    to make 
Holiday Plans


